









Initial Homework Reflection Questions

How important is homework to my class?  To the grade in my class? 

How many of my students complete their assignments regularly?

What do I do when they do not complete them?

What types of assignments are they least likely to do?

What assignments are they most likely to do?

Who is doing the assignments?

What do my students say when I ask them why they do not complete assignments?

What do I believe is the reason for poor completion rates? 

What are alternatives to what I am doing?  

Do I regularly discuss homework with my students?

Do I offer strategies for completing the assignments?

Do I have resources for my students in the event that they need extra help?

What does the ideal look like?  
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Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





“To provide diverse learners with culturally responsive instruction, we must build relationships and hold high expectations, provide rigorous content knowledge while making explicit the hidden rules of learning, and teach students how to learn as well as what to learn.” Bonnie Davis, How to Teach People Who Don’t Look Like Me. 
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The Homework Debacle








No matter the age of the student, the title of the course, the time of year, or the content area, teachers often mention the difficulties they face in getting students to do their homework. The struggle is not new.  Looking across the history of schools in the U.S., you would find similar difficulties throughout time.  Which is interesting because the tendency is to believe that today’s students are less motivated or less able to do their homework than students of yesteryear.  However, this is not the case.  Teachers have always � HYPERLINK "http://www.alfiekohn.org/miscellaneous/spoiling.htm" ��complained� about undisciplined students who were not doing their work outside of school (Kohn, 2010).  And while the complaint hasn’t changed much, the use and popularity of homework has. 





For example, school was largely drill and skill through the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century.  Because so much of the work required rote memorization, homework was almost a given.  (Gill & Schlossman, 2004).  Progressive educational reform of the early 20th century changed things and homework was by and large discouraged.  With the launch of Sputnik in the 50s, the pendulum swung the other direction, and homework became a virtually necessity as keeping up the with Russians was essential to our national security (Gill & Schlossman, 2004).  





At each turn in the road, the very nature of homework was debated.  What is to be the purpose of homework?  How much homework is appropriate?  What type of assignments are the most meaningful?  Who should be doing homework?  How should it be evaluated?  





Over the course of this year, I will dedicate part of my monthly  reading newsletters to this issue because  homework and literacy are closely related.  First, so much of what is assigned as homework requires students to read.  Second, homework belongs to the broader category of academic literacy.  And part of our job is to help students who have not traditionally done well in school to navigate the hidden, and sometimes confusing rules of academic life.   





My newsletters this year will address the issue of homework on two levels.  First, I hope to challenge your thinking on homework.  In other words, I present arguments and research that show how homework privileges some students over others, how it can be counterproductive, and how it often does not accomplish what we think it does.  But I will also offer research that shows how reducing homework may disadvantage students.  My intention is to trouble your thinking and either re-enforce your beliefs, or offer you the chance to reflect, review and revise your practices.  Second, I will offer some innovative and interesting instructional practices that might help you within your classroom.  In return, I encourage you to join the discussion.  You can do this in a number of ways.  You can hit reply and send me your thoughts on any given topic. You can stop me in the hall and give me an earful, or if you prefer something more formal, you can join the Literacy Planning Committee where we discuss these things on a regular basis.  


 


I am often astounded by the responses to these newsletters and presentations.   Your participation fosters a climate of creativity, innovation, and excellence.





Gill, B.P., & Schlossman, S.L. (2004).  Villian or savior?  The American discourse on homework, 1850-2003.  Theory into Practice.  43(3), 174-181.  





Kohn, A. (2010).  Spoiled rotten. Washington Post, Sunday Outlook Section available at http://www.alfiekohn.org/miscellaneous/spoiling.htm











Reading News:  


-Join the Literacy Planning Committee:  Wednesday, October 5th, 2:30-3:00 in Room 132.   


-Curriculum Review:  If your department is up for curriculum review and you have the chance to order a new text, please see me.  I can help you run readability tests on texts to gauge their approximate levels.


-Reading Scores:  Would you like to see the reading levels of the students in your classroom. Simply drop your roster in my box and I will provide the reading data of your students.   





 








 

















