MCAII Reading Test Lesson Plans 2011
Day 1 

Review some of the testing specifics on the cover of their packet.

Prediction: (Use the article “Dr. Jocelyn Elders:  United States Surgeon General” for this activity)

How much can you learn from the article by skimming and scanning the title, text, graphs/ charts / pictures, and questions?

Hand-out an article.  Have students skim and scan it, then list everything they know about that topic without even reading it.  **Be sure to indicate the box at the top of article—it is not “optional” reading.  Oftentimes, it contains information that is extremely important to the article’s context.  Now have students go through and read the questions.  Lightly mark your guesses for the answers.  Tomorrow, we will actually read the article and revisit the questions and the correct responses.  But today, let’s just practice your previewing.  

When finished, have them write out as many predictions about the article as possible.  (Collaborate them on the board, see if you can come up with 10 of them.)

Lesson:  Activating your background knowledge on a topic is extremely important.  (Typically students can answer about 30% of the questions correctly without even reading the article.  Don’t skip the previewing step!
Day 2 (Continue using “Dr. Jocelyn Elders” for this activity)
Main Idea:

Have students review their predictions from the day before—the list of things they know before they even read it.  Now ask them to read the article and answer the multiple choice questions.  Go through the answers with them.  

Talk about main idea.  For those who answered that question correctly, ask them, how did you find the main idea?  

Lesson:  Most of the time you can find the main idea in the title—or the title will give you an idea of what the main idea is.

Day 3 (Use the article “Progress” for this)

Hand-out the article.  Predict and preview the article as you did the first time.   

Review the three types of questions: vocabulary, comprehension / main idea, literature / analysis.  (See hand-out for further definition.)

Ask students, before reading the text, to read the questions and identify the category of each question.  Ask them to underline the key question words that helped them to determine that category.  

Lesson:  Knowing what the question is asking increases your chance of finding the right answer.  Becoming familiar with the question and item types enables you to more easily find the answers.  

