
April 12th and 13th
What is it?

· Reading Test (untimed). Approx. 4 hours.

· 85 Questions (multiple choice questions)

· Contains 9-10 different passages (articles, letters, poetry, fiction, non-fiction) ranging from 7th grade reading level to college reading level

· Required for graduation

When is it?

· April 12th and 13th, 2011
· Re-takes occur throughout the year beginning junior year. 

Why is it important?

· The test is required for graduation.

· It is used to match you to appropriately leveled classes.

· It is used to shape lessons to your specific areas of need. 

How do I prepare?

· Do your homework.

· Read an additional 20 minutes a day-- reading newspapers are the best practice, specifically the nation, world, and state sections.

· Take practice tests-- available in class.  

Test Taking Tips:

1.  Preview article and questions before reading.

2.  Create a “Road Block”.  (Draw a line at the halfway point in the article.)  When you read the article and come to that line.


A.  Stop.  Rest your eyes and brain for a moment.


B.  Mentally review what you have read so far.

3.  Mark-up text as you read.


A.  Put a star or some type of mark next to any clue or word that indicates the main idea.


B.  Underline important details or ideas


C.  Write comments in the margins.  Write out brief. . .



1. Predictions



2.  Questions



3.  Summaries



4.  Reactions



5.  Connections

What Exactly is on the Test?  

85  items / questions

9 passages

2 were narrative non-fiction (articles that describe events)

1 was expository (an article about computers)

3 were articles (essays or commentaries)

1 Biography

1 poem

1 narrative fiction

Three Types of Test Items / Questions:

Vocabulary—Vocabulary items include important words from the text.  Students will generally be asked to find the correct meaning of the word when given the word within a sentence.

Comprehension and Main Idea--  Comprehension and main idea items ask you to identify the main idea of the passage or poem.  They also ask you to go back into the text to find the correct answer.  Typically these questions begin with “According to the article. . .”  


Hint:  Typically the main idea can be determined by the looking in the following three places.

1. The black box at the top of the article.

2. The title of the article or poem.

3. The first line of the text. 

Literature and Analysis—Literature and analysis items ask the student to determine what is being implied or suggest by the text.  Readers will be asked to infer meaning from the writing.  They will ask you about the tone of a passage or what the author seems to “suggest” in the writing.  

Breakdown of Test by Item Type
	Vocabulary
	Comprehension
	Literature

	10-15%
	55-65%
	20-25%


