Graduation Speech 2007

MARTIN

Good evening families, friends, teachers and administrators, and, most importantly, graduating Class of 2007.  When we set about writing this graduation message, we wanted to deliver inspirational words that would reveal some philosophical truth about the meaning of life.  But the reality is that these epiphanies are saved for the end of life, whereas we are just getting started. Graduation isn’t a destination, it’s a launch pad.  Far from concluding anything, it’s a little more like crossing the border into a brand new world.  So here we are, poised at that border, and the guards are asking the ubiquitous three questions: Where have we been? Why are we here? Where are we going?

XIAOXIAO   

Well, where have we been? For most of us, we’ve been dreaming of this day for years: the official end of high school, and the beginning of the rest of our lives.  We have looked forward to finally taking that first step into the real world, to independence and freedom and adulthood.  A few days ago, I was looking through a photo album of years past.  Memories, both good and the bad, flooded back to me.  A picture is worth a thousand words, but even ten thousand words could not possibly describe all that we’ve experienced during these past 4 years.  From those inquisitive freshmen we once were to the seasoned high school graduates we’ve become; it’s been a roller coaster ride, but it’s been an experience I would not exchange for the world.  With our friends and family by our side, we have made countless memories together. Let’s cherish them - the details may fade, but the friendships and the experiences we’ve acquired along the way, will last a lifetime.

MARTIN


 So, why are we here? We’re here to acknowledge four years of achievement. We’re here to recognize four years of teamwork, dedication, and striving to meet our potential.  We are here to graduate, and quite simply, this class has earned it.  I can’t even name all the things this class has accomplished, and if I tried, we’d all miss the senior party.  But think about I t- 8 valedictorians, 5 National Merit finalists, perfect test scores, state championship athletics, national awards in arts and academics… Seriously, what’s the deal with our class?  My neighbor thinks it’s something in the water, and I’m sure Mr. Degenaar is still scratching his head – but really, it’s hard to pinpoint any particular reason.  Rather, it’s a conglomeration of individual talent, shared, blended, and refined; nurtured by a dedicated faculty, and called forth by a tradition and spirit of excellence.  Now, since we do want to make that party, let’s ask that final question- where are we going?

XIAOXIAO 


Well, we’re definitely going places.  With all the gifts and compassion we have to offer, we can take the world by storm.  There is an infinite amount of knowledge to acquire, billions of people to meet and learn from, millions of lives to change for the better, thousands of experiences to gain.  If you think about it, life really isn’t a journey.  Rather, it’s the ultimate adventure where the possibilities are endless.  And in order to create our own successful adventures, we must acquire a few qualities.  Preparation and dedication are critical, but especially, passion.  Let’s learn to live with passion – passion for life, passion for learning, passion for the people and things that make us happy, and passion to serve those around us.  History’s best composers weren’t great because of their techniques; they were great because of their unmatched passion.  They lived for their music, and their passion manifested itself through each subtle note.  If we can always find passion in everything we do, there is no doubt that success will ultimately follow.  


And let’s never lose sight of our dreams.  With the support of those around us, and our own will to persist, we can achieve the impossible.  One of my favorite movies is The Prestige.  At the climatic moment in the movie, inventor Nikola Tesla discusses the limitless of human potential.  He says, “Man’s reach exceeds his imagination.”  I love the idea illustrated in this quote.  We have the potential to realize the impossible.  As long as we dream it, we will achieve it.

XIAOXIAO

So, while we may only be the graduating class of a single suburban high school, we can still achieve great things in this world.  We all have the ability to make a difference.  Some of us will become world-class doctors and lawyers.  Some will serve our nation in the armed forces.  Some may find the cure for a disease, write prize-winning novels and explore the wonders of the universe.  And others may devote their lives to those less fortunate than themselves, be the best friends anyone could ever ask for, or the parents any child would be blessed to have.  Perhaps Eleanor Roosevelt summed it up best.  She said, “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams”.  How true she was.  Wherever we choose to go, whatever we choose to do, we have the potential to achieve amazing things.  All we have to do is realize it.  
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Congratulations Class of 2007- we salute your accomplishments, your passion, and your character.  We have a rendezvous with destiny.  May the knowledge, friendships, and experiences you’ve gained over the last four years always guide you as you embark on your next great adventure.  Now go, and change the world.   

